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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST APPLICATION

1. Name of proposed project, if applicable: 

City of Auburn’s Housing Action Plan (HAP)

2. Name of Applicant:  

Community Development Department, City of Auburn, Washington

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:
Applicant:      

Department of Community Development
City of Auburn
25 West Main Street
Auburn, WA  98001-4998

Jeff Dixon, Planning Services Manager 
planning@auburnwa.gov
253-804-5033 

4. Date checklist prepared: 

May 10, 2021

5. Agency requesting checklist: 

City of Auburn

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):

The Draft Housing Action Plan has been the subject of Planning Commission briefings on 
February 2, & May 18, 2021 and City Council Briefings on February 22, and May 24, 2021.  

City Council action on approval of the Housing Action Plan as required by the grant contract is 
tentatively scheduled for consideration of adoption by resolution on July 6, 2021.  

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 
connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain.

The Housing Action Plan will result in a recommended list of prioritized city actions to be 
implemented in phases over the coming years.  It will also make preliminary recommendations 
for changes to the housing element of the City's comprehensive plan that could occur prior to or 
with the periodic Comprehensive Plan update required in 2024.  
 

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be 
prepared, directly related to this proposal.

mailto:planning@auburnwa.gov
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None. 

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other 
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain.

No known applications are pending for proposals that would be directly affected.  However, City 
has many private housing projects under review or approved for development.  Future projects 
could be affected if policies and regulation changes identified in the Housing Action Plan, are 
implemented in the future.  

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.

Changes to the Auburn Comprehensive Plan, Subarea Plans, & development regulations will need 
to be adopted by ordinance after public and environmental review.  Private development 
including land use, building, and construction permits will be reviewed & approved by the City 
based on policies and regulations in effect.  

Although the proposed action is not an approval or permit, the proposed comprehensive plan 
amendments and development regulation amendments that are recommended by the Housing 
Action Plan are also subject to the 60-day State Agency review process pursuant to RCW 
36.70A.106.

11. Give a brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the 
size of the project and site.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to 
describe certain aspects of your proposal.  You need not repeat those answers on this page.

In 2019 the WA State Dept of Commerce offered Growth Management Services Grants to fund 
the preparation of Housing Action Plans (HAP).  The City of Auburn received a grant to hire a 
consultant to develop a Housing Action Plan for the City.  

The goal of a housing action plan is to encourage construction of additional affordable and 
market rate housing in a greater variety of housing types and at prices that are accessible to a 
greater variety of incomes, including strategies aimed at the for-profit single-family home market.  
The housing action plan will: 

(a) Quantify existing and projected housing needs for all income levels, including 
extremely low-income households, with documentation of housing and household 
characteristics, and cos/burdened households;

(b} Develop strategies to increase the supply of housing, and variety of housing types, 
needed to serve the housing needs identified in (a) of this subsection;

(c) Analyze population and employment trends, with documentation of projections;

(d) Consider strategies to minimize displacement of low-income residents resulting from 
redevelopment;

(e) Review and evaluate the current housing element adopted pursuant to RCW 
36.70A.070, including an evaluation of success in attaining planned housing types and 
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units, achievement of goals and policies, and implementation of the schedule of programs 
and actions;

(f) Provide for participation and input from community members, community groups, 
local builders, local realtors, nonprofit housing advocates, and local religious groups; and 

(g} Include a schedule of programs and actions to implement the recommendations of the 
housing action plan.

The recommendations offered in this HAP are informed by several components of this project. In 
addition to building on the work completed in 2020 for the South King County Subregional 
Housing Action Framework, the recommendations in this plan were developed using the 
following components. 

1. Data on current and future housing needs discussed in the Existing Conditions 
Memorandum, 

2. Suggestions and ideas generated from the community through the community 
engagement process, and 

3. A development feasibility analysis and review of Auburn’s zoning code / 
development standards to evaluate impacts to the feasibility of new construction.  

These three source inputs were used to arrive at the recommendations offered in this plan.  More 
specifically related to this third input, the consultant used a development feasibility analysis to 
inform recommendations about the development standards and affordable housing programs that 
can support more market rate and affordable housing.  

Due to time and expense limitations of this effort, it was not possible to study the entire city and 
recognizing the limitations of source data, with help from city staff, the consultant focused on 
certain limited geographic areas for more in-depth study.  The study area includes downtown and 
nearby R-5 and R-7 zoned areas to the east.  

For the downtown area this focused on the study of “podium type construction” (4-5 stories of 
wood frame construction over 1 or 2 concrete base floors) as representing market rate units and 
micro-housing units (about 220 square foot living area) as workforce housing units.  For nearby 
R-5 and R-7 zoned areas, the development feasibility focused on provision of middle housing.  In 
this analysis, the term “middle housing” refers to duplexes and triplexes as a generally recognized 
as a more affordable style of housing.  

They evaluated the development feasibility of several development types (or prototypes) using 
development feasibility analysis and sensitivity testing.  The analysis allowed analysis and testing 
the impacts that result from various changes to development standards and incentive programs.  

The plan set out to address the following four city goals:

A. Encourage market rate development in Downtown Auburn: more development 
and denser development 
B. Encourage the development of below-market workforce housing in Downtown 
Auburn 
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C. Encourage the development of middle housing types in R-5 and R-7 Zones in the 
Study Area.
D. Prevent displacement and encourage the preservation of existing affordable 
housing

With these four goals providing the framework, the plan identifies several recommendations or 
strategies to increase housing capacity and to meet the goals.  The recommendations can be 
categorized into three types, as follows: 

1. Recommendations call for a zoning code or Comprehensive Plan change. 
Recommendation can be implemented through the Zoning Code and/or through 
Comprehensive Plan update and code amendment processes. 
2. Recommendations call for a new program. Implementation will require staff and 
or resources to support new or expanded program operations. 
3. Recommendations call for increased partnerships and collaboration. 
Implementation will focus on enhancing relationships and securing partnerships.

To review the entire draft Housing Action Plan and Appendices, please use the following link:
https://speakupauburn.org/hap

12. Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise 
location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, 
and range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or 
boundaries of the site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and 
topographic map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by 
the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any 
permit applications related to this checklist.

The policy guidance of the City of Auburn Comprehensive Plan covers the area within the municipal 
boundaries of the City of Auburn, but also identifies properties in the City’s Potential Annexation Area 
(PAA).  The City’s municipal boundaries and its remaining potential annexation areas are shown 
within the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 

The City zoning development regulations apply within the city limits.  The city zoning map showing 
city limit boundaries is available at the following link:  
https://maps.auburnwa.gov/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=public

B.  ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS:

1. Earth:

A.  General description of the site (circle one):  Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, other.

The City of Auburn and its Potential Annexation Area (PAA) are characterized by a relatively flat central 
valley floor bordered by steep hillsides and upland plateaus to the west, east, and southeast.

B. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?

The slopes vary in areas of the city and the PAA, but in some locations slopes associated with the 
valley walls reach nearly 100%.

https://speakupauburn.org/hap
https://maps.auburnwa.gov/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=public
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C. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, 
muck)?  If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them, and note any 
prime farmland.

The valley floor is made up primarily of soils of the Oridia, Renton, Snohomish, and Briscott 
series.  These soils are generally poorly drained and formed in the alluvium (river sediments) 
associated with the White and Green Rivers.  These are considered good agricultural soils, though 
in many areas, are not well-drained.  There is no designated farmland within the City of Auburn.

The hillsides and plateaus are made up of primarily Alderwood associated soils and a small 
amount of Everett associated soils (U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1973).  Alderwood soils are 
moderately well drained gravelly sandy loams 20-40 inches deep.  Beneath these soils is glacial 
till with low permeability.  Roots penetrate easily to the hardpan layer.  Runoff potential is slow 
to medium.  Erosion and slippage hazard is moderate; ranging to severe on steeper slope phases 
The Everett series consists of somewhat excessively drained soils that are underlain by very 
gravelly sand. These soils formed in very gravelly glacial outwash deposits under conifers.  They 
are found on terraces and terrace fronts and are gently undulating to moderately steep. 

D. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity?  If so, 
describe.

Many factors affect slope stability including soil type, parent material, slope, and drainage.  These 
factors can be further affected by human intervention such as slope alteration, and vegetation 
removal.  The City has identified categories of geologic hazard areas and inventoried these areas.  
Maps of the erosion, seismic, and landslide hazard areas are provided as maps that are part of the 
critical areas ordinance inventory

E. Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling or grading proposed.  
Indicate source of fill.

Not applicable.  The proposed action is a non-project action, no site alteration, construction, or 
earthwork is proposed.

F. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use?  If so, generally describe.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.  

G. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project 
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action. 

H. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion or other impacts to the earth.

This is a non-project action; no site-specific erosion control measures are proposed.  However, 
the existing comprehensive plan includes numerous policies to reduce or control erosion through 
the use of best management practices, landscaping requirements, limitations on alteration of steep 
slopes and other critical areas protections.  Impacts to earth/soil resources will be identified and, 
if necessary, mitigated during the development review process as specific development proposals 
are made that might be associated with these plan amendments.
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These potential impacts would be avoided by implementing best management practices and 
complying with latest WA State Dept. of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for Western 
Washington with City of Auburn Supplement.

2. Air:

A. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (i.e., dust, automobile, odors, 
and industrial wood smoke) during construction and when the project is completed?  If any, 
generally describe and give approximate quantities if know.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

B. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odors that may affect your proposal?  If so, 
generally describe.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.  

C. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

3. Water:

A.  Surface:

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including year-
round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands):  If yes, describe type and 
provide names.  If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into.

The major bodies of water within Auburn are the Green River, the White (Stuck) River, Bowman 
Creek, Cobble Creek, Mill Creek, Lea Hill Creek, Olson Creek and White Lake.  There are also 
other tributaries to the Green and White Rivers.  The City has conducted an inventory of wetlands 
and streams within the city limits.  These are shown on City’s critical area inventory maps.  
Shorelines of the State are reflected in Auburn’s Shorelines Master Program adopted in May 2020 
under Ordinance No. 6733 and the shoreline environment designations are shown within the 
Shoreline Management Program.

2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described 
waters?  If yes, please describe and attach available plans.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

3) Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed from 
surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected.  Indicate 
the source of fill material.

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

4) Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions?  Give general 
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.
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Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

5) Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain?  If so, note location on the site plan.

Several areas within Auburn lie within the 100-year floodplain of the Green or White Rivers and 
Mill Creek and Mullen Slough.  Floodplain as well as flood hazard areas as defined by the City 
are shown on the city critical area maps and floodplain maps.  The Riparian Habitat Zone, as a 
FEMA special flood hazard area is shown on the city’s inventory and addressed in the city’s 
regulations.

6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters?  If so, 
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

B. Ground:

1) Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged to ground water?  Give 
general description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

2) Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or other 
sources, if any (for example: domestic sewage; industrial, containing any toxic chemicals; 
agricultural; etc.).  Describe the general size of the system, the number of such systems, the 
number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number of animals or humans the 
system(s) is (are) expected to serve.

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

C. Water Runoff (including storm water):

1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection and 
disposal, if any (include quantities, if known).  Where will this water flow?  Will this water 
flow into other waters?  If so, describe.

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

2) Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters?  If so, generally describe.

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

D. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water impacts, if any:

Not applicable.  This is non-project action.

4. Plants:

A.  Check or circle types of vegetation found on the site:

  
deciduous tree: alder, maple, aspen, other. X
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evergreen tree: fir, cedar, pine, other. X
shrubs. X
grass. X
pasture. X
crop or grain. X
wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bulrush, skunk cabbage, other. X
water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other. X
other types of vegetation. X

B. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.  However, in general urban development results in 
the removal or alteration of many types of vegetation.

C. List threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site:

None known at this time.

D. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance 
vegetation on the site, if any:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

5. Animals:

A.  Circle any birds and animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known to be on 
or near the site:

Birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:  geese, ducks, crows, etc. 
Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:    
Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other:  urban animals such as cats, dogs, rabbits, 
raccoons, rodents, squirrels, opossums, etc. are also present in the city.

B. List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.

There are nesting/breeding sites of great blue herons and green backed herons within Auburn as 
shown on critical area inventory maps.  

Wildlife 

The Environmental Impact Statement for the NE Auburn/Robertson Properties Special area plan 
and addendum indicate the bald eagle was delisted as ‘threatened’ in 2008 and is now a federal 
‘species of concern’. There are several species that potentially occur within King County 
including: gray wolf (federally and state endangered), grizzly bear (federally threatened and state 
endangered), Canada lynx (federally and state threatened), marbled murrelet (federally and state 
threatened), and northern spotted owl (federally threatened and state endangered) (USFWS 2007). 
Due to their limited range and specific habitat requirements, the gray wolf, grizzly bear, Canada 
lynx, marbled murrelet, and northern spotted owl would not be expected to occur within the urban 
areas of King County.

The 2004 EIS also identified several federal species of concern that may occur in King County. 
The list was updated in 2007 to include: tailed frog, Larch Mountain salamander, and northern 
sea otter (USFWS, 2007). The project area does not contain suitable habitat to support these 
species at this time. The 2004 EIS did not include the Oregon spotted frog or yellow-billed 
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cuckoo, which are federal candidate species. Though given the current range and distribution of 
the species and the degraded conditions of on-site wetlands and stream, the likelihood of Oregon 
spotted frog occurring within the city is very low.

Yellow-billed cuckoos breed in large blocks of riparian habitats (particularly woodlands 
containing cottonwoods and willows) (Erhlich et al., 1988).  This species may now be extirpated 
from Washington (66 Federal Register 210). There have been documented sightings of yellow-
billed cuckoo in King County and the Green River riparian corridor may provide some limited 
foraging and breeding habitat; however, areas of Auburn are devoid of mature dense cottonwood 
stands of significant size to support the species and their presence is not anticipated.

Fish

The 2004 EIS identified the Puget Sound/Strait of Georgia Coho salmon as a candidate species; 
however, their current federal status has been downgraded to a species of concern. Other listing 
changes that have occurred since that time includes the 2007 listing of the Puget Sound Distinct 
Population Segment (DPS) steelhead as threatened under the ESA (72 Federal Register 91), and 
the 2005 listing of designated critical habitat for the Puget Sound Evolutionarily Significant Unit 
(ESU) Chinook salmon and Coastal-Puget Sound DPS bull trout in the Green River (70 Federal 
Register 170; 70 Federal Register 185).

Since the 2004 EIS, a Biological Opinion was issued by NMFS that determined the effects of 
certain elements of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) throughout Puget Sound is 
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the following species listed under the ESA: Puget 
Sound Chinook salmon, Puget Sound steelhead, Hood Canal summer-run chum salmon, and 
Southern Resident killer whales. The Biological Opinion also determined that NFIP is likely to 
adversely modify the following ESA designated critical habitats: Puget Sound Chinook salmon, 
Hood Canal summer-run chum salmon, and Southern Resident killer whale critical habitats. The 
biological opinion provides a reasonable and prudent alternative which can be implemented to 
avoid jeopardy and adverse modification of critical habitat. In response to the Biological Opinion, 
FEMA developed a model ordinance for NFIP participating communities, which includes the 
City of Auburn. The City of Auburn incorporated substantive terms of the model ordinance into 
their floodplain regulations (Ordinance No. 6761, 2020). 

C. Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain.

Auburn is a portion of the Pacific Flyway for migratory birds.  

D. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

6. Energy and Natural Resources:

A. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet the 
completed project’s energy needs?  Describe whether it will be used for heating, manufacturing, 
etc.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

B. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?  If so, 
generally describe.
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Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

C. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal?  List 
other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

7. Environmental Health:

A.  Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk of fire and 
explosion, spill, or hazardous waste that could occur as a result of this proposal?  If so, describe.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

1) Describe special emergency services that might be required:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

2) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

B. Noise:

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example:  traffic, 
equipment, operation, other)?

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

2) What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a 
short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)?  
Indicate what hours noise would come from the site.

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impact, if any:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

8. Land and Shoreline Use:

A.  What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties?

The City and Potential Annexation Area (PAA) contain a variety of land uses including residential, 
industrial, institutional, commercial, open space, and public land uses.

B. Has the site been used for agriculture?  If so, describe:

Much of Green and White River Valleys and the City of Auburn were used for agriculture 
historically in the past.  Over the last several decades, rapid growth in the area resulted in much of 
the agricultural land converting to urban uses.  No land within the city is formally designated as 
Agricultural Land, though some parcels continue in agricultural use.
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C. Describe any structures on the site:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

Structures within the city and PAA range from small single family detached homes to large industrial 
manufacturing, warehousing, commercial, and institutional structures.  

D. Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what?

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

E. What is the current zoning classification of the site?

City zoning districts include: RC (Residential Conservancy); R-1 (1 du/acre) R-5 (5 du/acre); R-7 
(7 du/acre); R-10 (10 du/acre); R-16 (16 du/acre); R-20 (20 du/acre); R-MHC 
(Manufactured/Mobile Home Community); RT (Residential Transition); CN (Neighborhood 
Commercial) C1; (Light Commercial); C2 (Central Business District); DUC (Downtown Urban 
Center Zone); C3 (Heavy Commercial); C4, Mixed Use Commercial, M1 (Light Industrial); M2 
(Heavy Industrial); LF (Airport Landing Field); UNC (Unclassified Use); I (Institutional Use); P-
1, Public Use; Lakeland Hills South PUD; PUD, Planned Unit Development, and TV (Terrace 
View Zoning District).

F. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?

A map of the land use designations is contained in the City’s Comprehensive Plan and includes 
various different plan designations similar to and implemented by the zoning categories. 

G. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?

Portions of the City along the Green and White Rivers fall under the Shoreline Master Program.  
A map of the shoreline designations for those areas is contained in the shoreline management 
program. Shorelines of the State are reflected in Auburn’s Shorelines Management Program 
adopted in May 2020.  

H. Has any part of the site been classified as an “environmentally sensitive” area?  If so, specify:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.  However, areas of the city do contain environmentally 
sensitive or critical areas and the regulation and protection of environmentally sensitive areas are 
addressed through the city’s critical areas ordinance (ACC 16.10). 

I. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action, and no specific development is proposed.

J. Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?

None, specifically.  This proposal is a non-project action.

K. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:

None, specifically.  This proposal is a non-project action.
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L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land uses 
and plans, if any:

This is a non-project action.  The proposed Housing Action Plan is meant to be consistent with an 
and implement the Comprehensive Plan and maintain alignment with regional and countywide 
planning policies and regional growth strategy of Puget Sound Regional Council Vision 2050.  

M. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with nearby agricultural and forest 
lands of long-term significance, if any:

This is a non-project action.  The City focuses growth in a developed area with existing or 
pending investment in infrastructure and helps to protect rural and resource lands from 
development.  

9. Housing:

A. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether high, middle, or low-
income housing.

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action and therefore would not directly result in new housing 
units.  The objective of a housing action plan is to encourage construction of additional affordable and market 
rate housing in a greater variety of housing types and at prices that are accessible to a greater variety of 
incomes, including strategies aimed at the for-profit single-family home market.  The effectiveness of the 
various recommendations is not evaluated.  

B. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated?  Indicate whether high, middle, or 
low-income housing.

None.  This proposal is a non-project action and is not expected to eliminate any housing units.  
Implementation of the recommendations in the HPA, including future code amendments, may result in new 
construction of redevelopment of existing housing units.  If the construction of new units replaces older ones, 
that may contribute to some existing units being eliminated.  These potential impacts will be analyzed at the 
time of the code amendments, and if subject to SEPA, at the time of individual development proposals.  

C. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:

None specifically, as this is a non-project action.  This proposed Plan recommends policy, code, 
initiatives, and other actions the city should take to increase the housing supply.  No housing 
eliminations or production would occur under this proposed action.  Any impacts as a result of future 
actions will be reviewed during the environmental review process.  

The Plan includes recommendations to avoid housing resident displacement impacts.  

10. Aesthetics:

A. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is the principal 
exterior building material(s) proposed?

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

vision-2050-plan.pdf
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B. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

C. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any:

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.  

11. Light and Glare:

A.  What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day would it mainly occur?

 Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

B. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views?

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

C. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

D. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

12. Recreation:

A.  What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?

The City of Auburn provides a full range of parks and recreational facilities.  The City’s 2015 Parks, Art, 
Recreation and Open Space Plan shows the location of these facilities.

B. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, describe.

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

C. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation including recreation 
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

13. Historic and Cultural Preservation:

A.  Are there any places or objects listed on, or proposed for, national, state, or local preservation   registers 
known to be on or next to the site?  If so, generally describe:

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

However, as a matter of information, in Auburn, the Blomeen House located at 324 B Street NE is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  The Carnegie Library Building at 306 Auburn Avenue (currently 
Auburn Dance and Music Center) and the Auburn Post Office (formerly the Seattle-King County Health 
Department) at 20 Auburn Avenue NE are listed local and county landmarks.  The Olson Farm, located at 
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28728 Green River Road South, was designated as King County Landmark in 2000 and the Masonic Temple 
Building at the southeast corner of Auburn Way South and East Main Street was designated as a King County 
Historical Landmark in 2002.  The Pioneer Cemetery at Auburn Way North & 9th ST NE was designated as 
a City of Auburn Landmark in 2016.

B. Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, archaeological, scientific, or cultural 
importance known to be on or next to the site.

Several potential historic Indian campsites have been identified along the Green and White Rivers in 
the Auburn Thoroughbred Racetrack EIS and in preliminary work for the Army Corps of Engineers’ 
Special Area Management Plan (SAMP).

C. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any:

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

14. Transportation:

A. Identify public streets and highways serving the site and describe proposed access to the existing street 
system.  Show on site plans, if any.

The Comprehensive Transportation Plan (The transportation element of the Comprehensive Plan) shows the 
City’s current and future classified street system.

B. Is site currently served by public transit?  If not, what is the approximate distance to the 
nearest transit stop?

The Comprehensive Transportation Plan (Transportation element) shows the location of public transit 
routes within the City.  A commuter rail station (Sound Transit’s Sounder Station) exists along the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad right-of-way just south of West Main Street and east of C 
Street SW.

C. How many parking spaces would the completed project have?  How many would the project 
eliminate?

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

D. Will the proposal require any new roads or streets, or improvements to existing roads or 
streets, not including driveways?  If so, generally describe (indicate whether public or private):

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

E. Will the project use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air transportation?  If 
so, generally describe:

There is no water transportation in the Auburn area other than for recreational uses.  The area is 
particularly well served by rail.  At this time, local freight service is available.  Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe and Union Pacific both operate freight railroad lines within Auburn.  Auburn is also a 
commuter rail station site for the Sounder commuter rail line between Tacoma, Seattle, and Everett.  
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Service began September 18, 2000.  Amtrak trains pass through Auburn but do not stop in the city.  
The Auburn Airport is a general-purpose airport located north of 15th and D Streets NE.

F. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project?  If known, 
indicate when peak volumes would occur.
 
Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

G. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:

Not applicable.  This proposal is a non-project action.

15. Public Services:

A. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection, police 
protection, health care, schools, other)?  If so, generally describe:

Not applicable.  This is a non-project action.

B.  Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impact on public services, if any:

The Comprehensive Plan contains policies that seek to maintain a sufficient level of service for public 
services as development occurs.  Also, Auburn reviews under SEPA, the impacts of significant 
development on these public services.  Mitigation measures are required to reduce significant adverse 
impacts.

16. Utilities:

A.  Circle utilities currently available at the site:

Electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, other – Cable TV.

All of the above utilities are available within the City of Auburn.  The City provides water, sewer, and storm 
facilities.  There are also private water and sewer utility districts and private utility providers with service area 
boundaries within the city.    

B. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, and the general 
construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might be needed:

This is a non-project action.  However, the Comprehensive Plan includes a private and a public 
utilities element (as required by the Growth Management Act), which describes the utilities that serve 
the Auburn area and includes policies for their provision.

Also, the city actively engages in planning for public facilities.  The Comprehensive Water Plan, 
Comprehensive Sewer Plan and Comprehensive Stormwater Drainage Plan were adopted by the City 
in 2015.  These plans ensure that utility impacts are adequately monitored and evaluated on a project 
level and city-wide basis.

A new six-year Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) was adopted in 2020 (2021-2026).  The City seeks to 
update the CFP a minimum of every two years, and more commonly, yearly.  
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C.  SIGNATURE
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the lead agency is relying 
on them to make its decision.

OWNER/AGENT SIGNATURE:         ______________
Jeff Dixon, Planning Services Manager

DATE PREPARED:     May 10, 2021_
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D. SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS
(Do not use this sheet for project actions.)

Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction with the list of 
the elements of the environment.

When answering these questions, be aware of the extent of the proposal, or the types of activities likely 
to result from the proposal that would affect the item at a greater intensity or at a faster rate than if 
the proposal were not implemented.   Respond briefly and in general terms.

1. How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; production, 
storage, or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise?

The proposed Housing Action Plan is a non-project action and thus adoption of the plan will not 
increase discharge to water, emission to air or production, storage, or release of toxic or hazardous 
substances; or production of noise.  

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce such increases are:

An environmental review of all non-exempt (from SEPA) development will be conducted to evaluate 
and mitigate impacts related to discharges, emissions, and the release of toxic substances.  Evaluation 
of the subsequent site-specific proposals will be based on the policies of the Comprehensive Plan, 
development regulations, and appropriate mitigation will take place on a case-by-case basis.

City development standards, including but not limited to, the zoning code, critical areas ordinance, 
shoreline master program regulations, Stormwater Management Manual, Floodplain permit 
regulations, and the Public Works Design and Construction Manual, also provide additional 
protection for these types of impacts.  

2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life?

The proposed Housing Action Plan is a non-project action and thus adoption of the plan will not 
affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life.   

Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are:

Generally, the adopted Auburn Comprehensive Plan and critical areas ordinance seek to protect and 
conserve plants, animals, fish, and marine life.  An environmental review under SEPA of all non-
exempt development is conducted to measure impacts.  Evaluation based on the policies of the 
Auburn Comprehensive Plan and appropriate mitigation will take place on a case-by-case basis.

Policies within the Plan also provide guidance in the review of development proposals to encourage 
native vegetation be used and/or retained.  This should support wildlife habitat areas, particularly near 
streams as the policies assist the city in addressing adverse runoff impacts to water quality and 
wildlife habitat since native plantings may require less pesticide use.

City development standards, including but not limited to, the zoning code, critical areas ordinance, 
shoreline master program regulations, Stormwater Management Manual, Floodplain permit 
regulations, and the Public Works Design and Construction Manual, also provide additional 
protection for these types of impacts.  

3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources?
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Future development will use natural gas, petroleum, and electricity use.  However, there does not 
appear to be any significant adverse increases in the use of energy of natural resources resulting from 
the adoption of the Housing Action Plan.  In fact, it is possible that use of energy or natural resources 
could decrease depending on the land use.

Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are:

None specifically, as this is a non-project action.  However, Comprehensive Plan policies encourage 
energy conservation in public buildings, street lighting, and recycling, it places an emphasis on 
providing for alternative methods of travel to the automobile such as transit, walking, and biking.  An 
environmental review under SEPA of all significant development will be conducted to measure the 
project impacts.

4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or areas 
designated (or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks, wilderness, 
wild and scenic rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or cultural sites, 
wetlands, floodplains, or prime farmlands?

The proposed Housing Action Plan is a non-project action and thus adoption of the plan will not increase 
impacts on environmentally sensitive areas or areas designated for government protection should be minor, 
if any at all.

Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are:

The Comprehensive Plan and, in particular, the critical areas ordinance, seek to protect environmentally 
sensitive areas (wetlands, streams, geologically hazard areas, floodplain, wildlife habitat, and aquifer recharge 
areas) and to reduce the impacts of development on them.  The Auburn Comprehensive Plan provides for the 
implementation of innovative land management techniques to protect these resources.  An environmental 
review under SEPA for all non-exempt development will be conducted to evaluate impacts.

5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it would 
allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans?

The proposed Housing Action Plan is a non-project action to increase housing supply and thus 
adoption of the plan will not allow or encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing 
plans.  The recommendations of the plan can only be approved, if it can be assured that future 
development is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and its policies and related regulations.  
Those proposals that are not consistent with the comprehensive plan policies or other existing plans 
will not be approved.

Also, the evaluation of the subsequent site-specific proposals will be based on the policies of the 
Comprehensive Plan, development regulations and appropriate mitigation will take place on a case-
by-case basis.

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are:

The comprehensive plan, critical areas ordinance, and other development regulations, such as the 
zoning ordinance and shoreline master program, seek to protect these land and shoreline resources and 
to reduce the effects of development on them.  An environmental review under SEPA of all 
development that is non-exempt will also be conducted to evaluate a proposal’s land use and 
environmental impacts.
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6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public services and 
utilities?

The proposed Housing Action Plan is a non-project action to increase housing supply and thus adoption 
of the plan itself will not increase demands on transportation or public services and utilities.  However, 
because the intent of the plan is to increase housing supply, it is anticipated that an increase in residential 
units may result from future implementing actions.  An increase in density and overall number of 
housing units may increase demands on transportation system, an increase in the need for public 
services, and an increased need for utilities.    

Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are:

As stated above, no measurable increase in demands to these subject areas will result from the 
proposed plan adoption.  However, the Auburn Comprehensive Plan presently incorporates an 
adoption of the City of Auburn 2021-2026 Capital Facilities Plan, which seeks to maintain a 
sufficient level of service for public services as development occurs.  The City of Auburn Six-Year 
CFP will be updated as part of the 2021 Comprehensive Plan process to balance public facility needs 
against projected growth.  An environmental review under SEPA for non-exempt development 
proposals identified in the CFP will be conducted to measure and evaluate impacts.  

The city actively engages in planning for public facilities.  The Comprehensive Water Plan, 
Comprehensive Sewer Plan and Comprehensive Stormwater Drainage Plan were adopted by the city 
in 2015.  An update to the Comprehensive Transportation Plan was adopted in 2015.  These specific 
plans help ensure that infrastructure impacts are adequately monitored and evaluated on a project 
level and city-wide basis.

Also, the evaluation of the subsequent site-specific proposals will be based on environmental review 
and the policies of the Comprehensive Plan, development regulations and appropriate mitigation will 
take place on a case-by-case basis.

7. Identify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or 
requirements for the protection of the environment.

The proposal does not appear to present any conflict with local, state, or federal laws or requirements. 
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